From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 01:04:00 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Mar 1995 22:07:38 -0600
Message-Id: <9503050415.AA02695@uvs1.orl.mmc.com>
From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security)
Subject: 50A1 ballast tube

Can anyone tell me what the specs are on this device (seems rong to call
it a tube). Seems to essentially be a varister or thermister and have
a blown one. 

Before I put another in & watch it fizzle (they are not the most common 
items) I would like to duplicate its effect for a constant 120 VAC but 
other than providing a constant output voltage (and not being real sure 
what that is supposed to be), am not sure how big a resistor to use.

					Warmly,
						Padgett

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 23:48:32 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 21:22:27 -0600
Message-Id: <950306031721_72227.1640_EHM61-1@CompuServe.COM>
From: David Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com>
Subject: ATTENTION TELETYPERS

ATTENTION GREEN KEY PEOPLES

Got an interesting you-nit in one of my 
infamous "buy the whole box" raids.

This is a BE-77-A Line Unit.  It's in 
pretty good shape.  Center-zero meter,
nice LINE RHEOSTAT control, printer
jacks marked for RED and BLACK
(don't that bring back memories of my
model 19!) and LINE binding posts.
MPF in June of 1945.  The blown fuse 
indicator needs replacing, otherwise 
good.  Diagram printed on one side of
the case and instructions on the other.

This really belongs with a green key 
person.  Let's talk trade.  An 
unmodified ARC-5 will take-er away.
     73 DE AB5S/7
     Dave Stinson 
     Lost Wages, Nevada


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 13:59:36 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 11:06:46 -0600
Message-Id: <950305120500_39823025@aol.com>
From: W7FG@aol.com
Subject: BC-610 interstage xmfr

I am in need of a interstage transformer to drive a pair of 833's in
my homebrew modulator.  It looks like T-8 from a BC-610 would
serve the purpose, or a modulation transformer from a Johnson
ranger.  If anyone has ideas on what might also work with good
fidelity to drive the 833's grid's I'd appreciate recommendations.
I'm presently driving the 833's with a pair of 1625's and using
a Johnson Viking II modulation transformer as the interstage.  
The problem with the Viking II transformer is that I've had to load
the 833's Grids with 470 ohms to obtain the audio Response 
desired.  

Thanks 

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 08:57:23 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 06:13:14 -0600
Message-Id: <199503051227.HAA03580@latte.eng.umd.edu>
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu>
Subject: Coils

Subject Coils:
The 1934 Official Short Wave Radio Manual put out
by H. Gernsback, had winding data for coils for the following sets:

National:
5 meter receiver
FB-7
3 tube SW set
HFR
SW58
SW5 thrill box

Hammarlund:
comet 
comet pro

This book was reprinted by Lindsay Publications Inc, Bradley IL
60915

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 02:40:09 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Mar 1995 23:16:08 -0600
Message-Id: <9503050515.AA02855@uvs1.orl.mmc.com>
From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security)
Subject: FAWG Meet (and fanaticism)


The semi-anuual Florida Antique Wireless Group get together was this
am (having trouble with this - at an auto show/swap meet, the vendors
are still coming in at noon, for hamfests everyone is packing up
by then 8*/.

At any rate, I rolled in at eleven expecting a meeting (this was *in* the
VFW hall, tailgate party is next week) and found rows of antique (or
at least old) electrical devices. 

Loads of novelty transitors, cathedrals, and tombstones no one here seems
interested in. Several Hallicrafters with a nice SX-110 asking $150. One
Drake at $250 but am afraid I really do not know what I was looking at.

Test equipment abounded and seemed inexpensive - a Weston tube tester in
a nice metal case, manual, & schematic that was "intermittant" went for
$15 - if I hadn't picked up the Hickok 533A two weeks ago, I would have been 
tempted. Did acquire a power supply with variac, transformer, and SR with
0-120 vac, 0-20 vac, & 0-20 vdc for $20. May see if I can redo to give
0-120 vac, 0-120 vdc and 0-20 vdc for T/O power. Lots of stuff under $25

In my world, a ratty but complete except for 8G knobs 7G605 "bomber"
that worked a little but did not sell for $145, an H-500 with acid burn on 
the face that didn't either for $60. A ratty R-1000 that did play 
didn't sell for $50 and a 1000-D that did for $55 (both had Florida chrome
- pitted and blistered. And the same B-600 that didn't sell at the 
Hamification for $75 didn't sell here either.

Speaking of didn't sell, I still have the two HP-150 scopes with dual trace
plugins and both manuals. Played with the one last night and finally got
a trace but it needs a full tuneup. Got them into the trunk of the car
but was no way I was going to take them out - still there and if anyone
local (Orlando) is interested, will accept any reasonable (e.g. lighter)
offer/swap. Might even deliver if *you* take them out. Could even think
of them as armoured tube caddys or immoble foot warmers. Please.


-------non T/O fanatics may stop now unless into *Military* T/Os------

My other acquistion was another "Zenith never made". On walking up I saw
what looked like a very nice black case with a Wavemagnet on top so
expected a 600. Was quite surprised to open the cover and find an airplane
dial. Turned out to be an early "B" series H-500 chassis in a T-600 case.
Worked on BC and 16 meters (the real test) and for $45.00, how could I
refuse ?

Real stopper was the front panel which was ->brown and beige<- instead of
black and gold. Aha methinks, the panel came from an R-520 or R-520A 
(military T/Os). Corroberating evidence is that there is no cut-out for a 
dial light switch but there was the "on" logo only found on 600 series.
The clincher was that sure enough, there was the military color coding on 
the band identification next to the select buttons.

Common enough except for one thing: "The Book" lists the two military models
I listed above. The R-520 was built in 1953 as an H-500 varient while the
R-520A was built in 1956 and probably a variation of the T or Y 600.

One Boatanchorite who has a R-520A and suffered through my questioning
confirmed that like those civilian models, the second band is 4-8 Mc.

But this face plate is clearly marked in the proper military color "4-9 MC" 
(civilian units were all white) a change that did not occur in the civilian 
line until the 1957 A-600. So was there a "R-520B" ? Is this what was 
supposed to go in the packing crates ordered for the Bay of Pigs ? The game 
is afoot !
						Warmly,
							Padgett

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 02:26:56 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Mar 1995 23:41:49 -0600
Message-Id: <F34N5429.F34N5439@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Librarians + tubes

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Re. librarians discarding old tube technology books:

My YL is a graduate librarian, who worked in the field for about ten years. I'm
well aware of the problem of ignorant head librarians pulling this. Usually,
the guilty party in this one is the so-called "weeding services" that libraries
call in every 5 or 10 years to help manage the size of the collection.

Objecting to the practice probably won't do any good, at least with city or
county library systems. The local library board is usually a bunch of jerks who
haven't been inside of the libraries they're overseeing; they're so lazy that
they tend to let the head librarian have his / her way on everything. The head
librarians I've known / met seem to run toward the general category of vicious
old spinsters who are on a power trip; the library is THIER turf, to be run
THIER way, right down to literally terrorizing and oppressing thier staffs. But
I digress...

Instead of complaining, I've taken advantage of the situation; I simply hit the
discarded book pile as soon as it's released. Some of the most interesting and
useful books in MY library were freebies that the meatheads at the COUNTY libr-
ary weeded!

One of the gems I came up with this way was a copy of the original submission
to the FCC for approval of the RCA compatable color TV system. This thing runs
almost 1000 pages, and gives a lot of insight into some of the engineering whys
and wherefors in the setting of the NTSC television standards we use today, in
addition to alternatives that were tried and discarded.

If your library is too dumb to keep the info you need, keep an eye on the disc-
ard pile (most libraries have one) and keep it YOURSELF!!!

                                        Mr. T., K9TA

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 17:00:21 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 14:19:15 -0600
Message-Id: <199503052018.OAA15339@zoom.bga.com>
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com>
Subject: Re: Librarians + tubes

Hmm---the discussion on libraries and librarians back and forth leads
me to make the introduction I haven't really made yet.  

I imagine most of you know that I'm Hank van Cleef, started playing
with radios when I was nine in 1943, went to the local library, drew
out what they had on the topic, and was somewhat baffled by a lot of
mathematics I had never seen or heard of. There was an old gentleman
down the street who had once had something to do with airplanes, who
took some time to answer a young boy's questions.  His approach was
that there was only one way to learn something, and that was the right
way.  So between the ages of nine and eleven, I learned some of the
mysteries of mathematics, physics, a little chemistry, and so forth.  
I started college in an engineering school, but got drafted after the
second semester, and after running construction machinery for Uncle
Sam, got recruited by the Packard Motor Car Co. for a cooperative
program which was supposed to produce an engineering degree.  I'm not
sure what academia would think of my education in the care and feeding
of automatic transmissions, but when Packard conked out, I took my
boss's advice and ended up working for James Millen, and mixed up some
work with some college courses in various spots, ending up in Oregon at
Tektronix and with a B.A. degree in history.  There's an old saying
that the best way to learn something is to teach it, and I worked as an
instructor in Tektronix's in-house engineering training program for two
years.  After Tek were twelve years at Raytheon, and another ten as a
consultant "trouble-shooter project engineer" dealing mostly with
rescuing project that had gone sour.  One client was a Japanese company
that hired me when they wanted something invented, and they certainly
did make me clean up my "All American Engineer" act.   Much of the
later work was with computers, so I learned my way around software.

Hobby no. 1 was airplanes.  I learned to fly back in the fifties, and
was active in antique airplanes for about thirty years.  Transportation
at one time or another was a Waco Std. Cabin, Stinson Voyager, Cessna
172 and 182, Harvard II (Canadian AT-6), Navion B, and an M35 Bonanza.
That led ultimately to a "leedle more education" in the formal sense,
and I used the life and times of the old gentleman who had helped me in
the early forties to "turn pro" as an historian.  His name, by the way,
was Edson Gallaudet (1871-1945)---his father's name is well known as
the founder of the "Columbia School for the Deaf and Dumb," now known
as Gallaudet University.  So when it comes to libraries, I have spent
weeks in places like the Library of Congress and National Air and Space
Museum archives doing what professional historians do.  The idea that
there are vast respositories of information on technology,
technologists, etc. is, sad to say, quite specious.  A few, like "Young
Tom" Edison, Henry Ford, and the Wrights, had enough personal stuff
saved that one can research them and get some idea of who they were.
But in most cases, what's been saved is mostly what they did---if
anything has been saved at all.  Serious study in the history of
technology is intriguing and rewarding, but in many cases, there isn't
much to work with about the people themselves---or even a lot of the
standard material used by technologists as references fifty or a
hundred years ago.  That is just as true at engineering schools that
actually have hist. of tech. programs as in the local public library.
"It's obsolete, we don't teach it, so we won't keep it."  Bashing
technologists and technology is a participative sport in the
US---Mumford, Nader, Sinclair, etc. get a lot more reviews, space, and
use in education programs than Hughes, Hounshell, and Crouch---three
authors who have written first-class history about technologies and
technologists.  

I bought the old RME-45 parts set because I wanted to get my hands back
onto things I had done forty and fifty years ago.  It turned out be be
more of a project than I'd bargained for---but I can think of a few
airplanes that turned out that way as well.  There are things in the
RME's design that are puzzling to me, and I have spent some time going
over the design in detail.  The purists can howl to the heavens about
my choice to make some design changes when I rebuilt it, but I'll
remind them that I started with a parts radio, and haven't devalued it
as a parts radio----the difference is that it is now a working parts
radio.  It also uses 25 watts of B supply rather than 40, which it
originally did, and has a rock-solid local oscillator, not a feature of
the original design.  The important thing was to work with the original
design, not against it---and some of the owner modifications I took out
of the set very definitely worked against it.  

Why didn't RME build it this way in the first place?  That is a good
question to ask, but I can point out that none of the engineering
"cookbooks" I have would incline a designer to make the changes I made.
And what have I proved here?  That they work well in the radio that is
on my bench.  I haven't got an original RME-45 in good condition to
compare it to.  More importantly, I haven't got access to RME's
engineering data, their Engineering Change Order (ECO) files, any real
knowledge of their original sources of supply, new coil forms and a
coil winder, etc. etc.   

To say that a lot of history has been lost, and that working with fifty
year old electronics is on a par with studying the paintings in the
caves at Lascaux and Peche-Merle----none of that history was in the
public libraries in the first place.  So we can only make educated
guesses at some of the whys and wherefores.  
-- 
***********************************************************
Hank van Cleef  vancleef@bga.com  vancleef@tmn.com
***********************************************************


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 01:03:58 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Mar 1995 21:45:57 -0600
Message-Id: <9503050701.22619.AB@smrouter.AAC.COM>
From: Johnson_Dan@aac.com
Subject: Librarians think old tube books are obsolete

If you happen to go in search of tube-related literature at your local 
public library, you might be interested to know this.

I was aghast when one of our librarians told me that our system _discards_ 
all of those old books to make room for books on the newer technology on 
the theory that the old ones are obsolete.

The librarian was aghast, in turn, to learn that they were discarding 
information which could not be recovered, and that the only obsolescence 
involved is what comes out of current production lines.

I hope you consider striking up a conversation with your librarian the next 
time you're there.

73 de KC4EWT (Fairfax County VA)
Johnson_Dan@aac.com

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 01:04:12 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Mar 1995 22:09:43 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503042006.A22112-0100000@netcom16>
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: Librarians think old tube books are obsolete


Isn't that kind of like throwing out the American History books every 
time a new election is held?

Paul

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 12:32:56 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 09:22:58 -0600
Message-Id: <m0rlIJj-0006W3C@next1.acme.ist.ucf.edu>
From: clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu (Thomas Clarke)
Subject: Missing?

Has anyone heard from Don Metzer (I forget his call) in a while.
I sent him mail and it bounced back from compuserve saying
his mailbox is full.

Tom Clarke
KE4VFH

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 13:05:47 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 09:41:54 -0600
Message-Id: <m0rlIfr-000NTTC@epaus.island.net>
From: cranton@epaus.island.net (Chris Anton)
Subject: Paradise Lost


As part of the fallout AFTER the end of the cold war the Canadian govt is
closing the Nanaimo Military Camp in Nanaimo, BC.  Of interest to BA
enthusiasts is the government emergency/fallout bunker.  This two floor
structure provided for government and military officials in the event of
nucleur war.  In addition to the offices, mess, etc. there were extensive
communications facilities.  Associated with the primary bunker are a
receiving antenna farm about 5 miles south and a transmitter site about 10
miles north of the primary bunker.  The receiving site had 13 towers
comprising an 'A' system with a "LOG PERIODIC #311(PENHOLD), LF CROSSLOOP
#201 NS=201EW, and a DIPOLE (KIWIS)" and a 'B' system with a "LOG PERIODIC
#321 (PENHOLD) and a DOUBLE DOUBLET (FISHERIES)".  In addition the local
antenna farm on top of the main bunker included a 35' WHIP ANTENNA C/W HF
MATCHING UNIT and a 35' WHIP ANTENNA C/W LF MATCHING UNIT BMT -70".  All the
towers are now down and the good news part of this story is that our local
ham club has permission to salvage what we can of the 100' towers. 
Unfortunately the towers were just dropped so there is only about 1/2 of the
sections that are salvagable.  Lots of guys, insulators, 2' turnbuckles and
(if you wanted to dig it out) hardline coax to die for.  The small towers
are 8" triangular in 15' sections and quite easy to salvage.  The big ones
are 20" triangular in 20' sections and they will definately require a
flatbed and crane.  The transmitter site unfortunately was cleaned up and
all the towers are now in 30' pile of tangled steel.  The transmitter site
included 
a mini bunker with a tansmitter room about 30' by 40', galley, bunk rooms,
and offices.  All the gear was gone when I got there and got a little tour
through it.  Needless to say there were also diesel generators, air plants
etc..  It could have been the ultimate QTH for the well equipped
survivalist.  Maybe some of the equipment will surface from Crown Assets
someday.  Among the debris at the RX site I found the following manuals:
OPERATORS HANDBOOD - PANEL, MONITOR MX-5058/FRA-506(V)
OH - COUPLER, ANTENNA CU-5045/FRA-505(V)
OH - OSCILLATOR,R.F O-5087/FRA-505(V)
OH- CONTROL-INDICATOR C-5132/FRA-506(V)
OH - FILTER SUB ASSEMBLY F-5057/FRA, F-5055, F-5056
OH - POWER SUPPLY PP-5145/FRA-505(V)
OH -
OH- POWER SUPPLY PP-5144/FRA-505(V)

OH - REPEATER,RADIO AM-5165/FRA


If anyone has an interest in copies of any of these drop me a line.  Just to
conclude the ongoing shrinkage in military forces arond the world are likely
to repeat this scenario.  I'd be interested in your sad (or glorious)
stories of shutdowns, salvage and/or opportunities yet to come.


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 15:00:45 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 12:27:22 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503051028.A16400-0100000@netcom16>
From: "Hal R. Waite" <halwaite@netcom.com>
Subject: Public Library Policy on Book Destruction

I must agree with Tom Adams on the intelligence level of the librarians 
and library board of most public libraries.  I have had the identical 
experience with the local (Las Vegas) library system and the destruction 
of reference materials (not electronics related).  Destruction is 
completely arbitrary and not monitored by the board which concerns itself 
with the construction of libraries incorporating meeting rooms, art 
galleries, etc. not related to the classic purpose of a library: to act 
as a repository for books.  This city has one of the lowest ratios of 
library volumes to per capita population and is widely criticized in the 
local press.  The electronics section and other technical sections are 
pitiful and the library board is completely unresponsive.


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 13:58:12 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 11:11:29 -0600
Message-Id: <950305120505_39823077@aol.com>
From: W7FG@aol.com
Subject: Ranger chirp on 40 mtrs

I've been fighting a problem with a friends Johnson Ranger I, that's 
got me running in circles.  It chirps very badly on 40 meters, but none
of the other bands.  Power to the VFO is stable.  It seems as
though RF on 40 Meters only is getting into the VFO.  I've bypassed
just about everything with .01's, and tried every trick I've been able
to muster up.   

Anyone experienced this before, or have recommendation for 
remmedy??  

 

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 16:27:48 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 13:57:53 -0600
Message-Id: <9503051957.AA02206@unlinfo.unl.edu>
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (daniel wright)
Subject: Re: Ranger chirp on 40 mtrs


W7FG sez:
> 
> I've been fighting a problem with a friends Johnson Ranger I, that's 
> got me running in circles.  It chirps very badly on 40 meters...
                        <snip>

Well I have one that chirps (when it works) on all bands..just general
chirpiness I guess..(;-/..so any hints youz guys come up with would be
appreciated here as well. I have yet to get the power supply up and 
running so I imagine "check the caps" would be a good place to start??
thanks....
73 de Dan -- WA0JRD ..
 


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 16:43:33 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 14:16:11 -0600
Message-Id: <9503052015.AA08834@cruncher.math.hawaii.edu>
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu
Subject: Re:  re tom adams and librarians

John, Tom, et al,

When the history of a particular technology is in danger of being
thrown in the trash then we must step in and advise those with
``Masters Degrees in Library Science'' (who should have had the
backround to know better in the first place) that they are
commiting a grave error. It doesn't matter whether the subject area
concerns tube radios and their construction, or steam engines, or 
early Ford Model T assembly line techniques - these materials must be 
saved.

To John: We should all be very thankful the Smithsonian Institute 
and the Library of Congress don't have similar beliefs as yours.

I'll be sending letters to both the U.H. and the state librarians
tomorrow asking them to contact the Honolulu Amateur Radio Club
prior to any shelf-cleansing, so that we don't lose books such
as the irreplaceable:


Marconi, Guglielmo 1874
1. Marconi, Guglielmo              UHM Gov. Doc. 1912
   Radiotelegraphy                 SI 1.1  1911  p117-131


John, would you really like to see a book such as this trashed?
If so, I think you might have subscribed to this email list in error.

Jeff NH6IL

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 11:05:46 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 08:15:40 -0600
Message-Id: <950305092907.2021cdce@LUNDY.NIAGARAC.ON.CA>
From: JR6205@lundy.niagarac.on.ca
Subject: re tom adams and librarians

i know this is not the place but others should be aware
Tom, yours is a one sided, opinionated view with little merit if you thought
about it.  A library system must serve ALL its users and if any resource
conflict occurs (such as shelf space) then the MAJORITY must be considered 
first ( the minority should always be considered but NOT given top priority
--- this is where the Democrats screw up) ..... You must admit that collecting
tube equipment and restoring them is just one small facit (although extremely
enjoyable and rewarding as craftmanship) of one minor hobby in the scheme
of things... we are lucky to have the SPECIALIZED libraries and this is the
place for such material... TALK to your librarian and make arrangements for
this stuff to be sent to one of these SPECIALIZED libraries....
What -- there isnt one. if thats the case then get off your duff and get
one going... in my other hobby (stamp collecting) each national society
has its own library and even reference collections of important material
the us one is at Penn State U.....
Another point where you are way off base is in criticizing the library board
members... i had the honour of serving for three years on our local board
and headed the committee to computerize the index and circulation system.
Each member, although not necessarily knowledgeable in the actual day to 
day functions (for which qualified technicians are hired) or the body of
knowledge classed as library science (a CEO with a masters degree is our
leader here), brings his/her own business and life experience to help 
form policy that is democratic (fair and yet upholding the rights of 
minority users)... They are not paid. They give up many hours a month of
personal time to ensure that the system WORKS for others, ALL others.
and lastly the knock on the culling service.... normally books are culled 
out based on several parameters, only one of which is age.
the prime flag is lack of circulation in a 3 to 5 year span.
if the book hasnt been checked out inthat long then the probability of
further need is minimal......
another check is serviceability --- does the book need repair or is it
about to , have dogeared yellowing pages , etc 
if you really think that the culling service has the time to open the 
books and read them to see if it is tube stuff or transistor stuff , then
you really havent given it much thought.... sort of like thinking that
the qsl bureau sorters look at all the pictures and who the cards are 
from   rather than focusing on who it is for (their mission)........
I must apologise to the rest of the BOATANCHORS crowd for this long 
and offtopic response to a criticism that was slandering a broad group
of mostly hardworking and purposeful individuals who make our library
systems work a lot better then our school systems (yep, im a teacher
too)..........  After this remember the saying
Praise in Public --- Criticize in Confidence
john ve3ll, fn03 ---------
ps t adams and others please direct response to individual not the net
i am forever    JRUSSELL@lundy.niagarac.on.ca

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 01:10:05 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Mar 1995 22:23:51 -0600
Message-Id: <199503050423.WAA03819@uro.theporch.com>
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@huachuca-emh8.army.mil>
Subject: Variable cap oil?

I recently gave a rig the 409 cleaner treatment followed by the garden hose
in order to get rid of years of accumulated nicatine.  Mention was made
earlier of lubricating the bearing surfaces of variable caps after cleaning.
Will 3-in-one oil be adequate for this task, or are there more sophisticated
lubricants to be used?
73 de Jack

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 09:01:10 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 06:22:09 -0600
Message-Id: <199503051235.EAA01492@ix3.ix.netcom.com>
From: jlockwd@ix.netcom.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: Variable cap oil?

A shot of oil will provide instant lubrication and make a cap easier to 
turn.  However, being a liquid, it will likely run off, especially after 
the radio warms up.

My favorite lubrication for caps is a light grease.  Most hardware 
stores sell white, all purpose grease and this works fine.  It can be 
applied with a toothpick, cotton swap, or whatever....    I have found a 
chainsaw chain lubrication syringe that is ideal for "injecting" grease 
into the nooks and crannies of the cap bearing areas.  

73 and good luck,

Jim - km6nk/4


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 22:15:45 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 19:47:06 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950306114352.2259I-100000@eram.esi.com.au>
From: Dave Horsfall <dave@esi.COM.AU>
Subject: RE: Xistors, fad?

On Sat, 4 Mar 1995, Jim Lockwood wrote:

> >Heavy negative feedback makes the amp unstable at low
> >frequencies and most are borderline oscillators.  
> 
> Well, I'm confused.  In EE school, control system theory was one of my 
> (many) weak areas, but I thought negative feedback tended to stablize an 
> amplifier.  

It's been 20 years since I did servo theory, but I vaguely recall that
too much -ve feedback caused the system to overshoot...

-- 
Dave Horsfall (VK2KFU) | dave@esi.com.au | VK2KFU @ VK2AAB.NSW.AUS.OC | PGP 2.6
Opinions expressed are mine. | E7 FE 97 88 E5 02 3C AE  9C 8C 54 5B 9A D4 A0 CD


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Mar  5 23:42:45 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Mar 1995 21:12:36 -0600
Message-Id: <9503060306.AA04847@uvs1.orl.mmc.com>
From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security)
Subject: RE: Xistors, fad?

Jim Lockwood rote:

> >Heavy negative feedback makes the amp unstable at low
> >frequencies and most are borderline oscillators.  
> 
> Well, I'm confused.  In EE school, control system theory was one of my 
> (many) weak areas, but I thought negative feedback tended to stablize an 
> amplifier.  

Negative feedback in the right dose at the right time will tend to dampen
excursions. Too much too late and you can create a very nice oscillator.
The key is to apply the right amount without delay.

					P.fla

